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Living Springs Lutheran Church 
4224 Hard Scrabble Road, Columbia, SC 29223 

www.livingspringscolumbia.org 

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he 
should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, 
sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in 

saying that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out 
of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open 
door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. 
Our culture bombards us with the message that we 
will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter 

this message with the invitation to find life by 
divesting for the sake of the other. 

G.I.F.T. Zone Worship-Learning Area For Parents 

We offer the parent-friendly G.I.F.T. Zone (in the left-hand transept of the 

main sanctuary) so that parents may share the worship experience with 

their children in a meaningful, stress-free way.  This parent-friendly worship 

experience is located in the left-hand side area of the sanctuary.  Every 

child in the G.I.F.T. Zone should be accompanied by a family 

adult—as the purpose is to provide an area for parents to help teach their 

children the routines and meaning of worship (until they are old enough to 

worship in the pews for the entire service).   

For families who wish to take advantage of the G.I.F.T. Zone, there is child-

friendly worship furniture plus adult chairs for parents.  Feel free to sit in 

the special area throughout the service with your child - or come to the ar-

ea with your child following the Children's Message. Parents and children 

use guided activities to help our youngest worshipers follow the readings, sermon, hymn, creed, and 

prayers. This is an awesome way for parents to share the rhythm of worship and have children/ par-

ents engaged together in worship with the whole congregation, while learning the liturgy.   At the 

10:45 service, our nursery is also available for ages 0 - 3 (for children who have not yet reached the 

point to focus and benefit from the G.I.F.T. Zone activities).   
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GATHERING MUSIC  “Lift Every Voice and Sing” ELW #841 
As we gather, we remain seated and join in singing to prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
Baptismal Anniversaries: Rev. Eric Fink (10/14), Abigale Harmon (10/14), Delaynee Harmon (10/14), 
 Mike Schultz (10/15), Nowell Ramsey (10/20) 
(Individuals meet the Pastor at the font for a special blessing in recognition of their anniversary.) 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
TEMPLE TALK - ANNUAL DISCIPLESHIP EMPHASIS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the 

one who reforms us again and again. 

People: Amen. 

 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

(Silence for reflection - we kneel as able) 

Pastor: Source of all life, 

People: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear 

that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to 

us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn ourselves inward, rather 

than moving outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be your people 

powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

Pastor: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in 
the world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised 
up as God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 

 
We face the cross at the entrance of the sanctuary. We turn to follow the cross as it enters. 

ENTRANCE HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” ELW #705 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

People:     And also with you. 
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KYRIE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
 (We pause in prayer and then respond) 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   
 (We pause in prayer and then respond) 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

  
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (We pause in prayer and then respond) 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord.  (We pause in prayer and then respond) 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor: Help, save comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
 (We pause in prayer and then respond) 

People: Amen. 

 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.        

People:     And also with you.  

 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People:      Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, 

forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may 

follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of 

everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
We are seated 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Dea Jones 
Children, youth, and young at heart are invited to gather on the steps for a special message. Toddlers 
may be accompanied by parents. All may bring forward coins or dollars for the bucket collection 
(currently Habitat for Humanity Build). Following the message, young children and parent(s) are invited 
to the G.I.F.T. Zone for special activities that help young ones participate in worship through the middle 
portion of the service. As the children gather, we sing: 

  Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. 
  So we gather in His name, offering our love and praise. 
  Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

     (Tune by C.H. Woolston, Public Domain.  Alt. Text by G. Donovan, Jr.) 
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FIRST READING 

Lector: A reading from Amos.  
 Seek the LORD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,  

and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. Ah, you that turn justice to 

wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground!  They hate the one who 

reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. Therefore 

because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have 

built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted 

pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. For I know how many are 

your transgressions, and how great are your sins—you who afflict the righteous, 

who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. Therefore the prudent will 

keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time.  Seek good and not evil, that you 

may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have 

said.  Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the 

LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.   
 (Amos 5:6-7, 10-15) 
 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life.  

People:     Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 90:12-17  

Lector: So teach us to number our days 

 that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

People: Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? 

 Be gracious to your servants.   

 
Lector: Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; 

 so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. 

People: Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 

 and as many years as we suffered adversity. 

 
Lector: Show your servants your works, 

 and your splendor to their children. 

People: May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 

 prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.  
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SECOND READING  
Lector: A reading from Hebrews. 
 Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all 

are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an 

account.  Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not 

have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 

one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us 

therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  (Hebrews 4:12-16) 

 
Lector: Word of God, Word of life.  

People:     Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand for the reading of the Gospel 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL LESSON 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

People:     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Pastor: As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 

asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to 

him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 

commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall 

not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your 

father and mother.’ ” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my 

youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell 

what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went 

away grieving, for he had many possessions.  Then Jesus looked around and said 

to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 

kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said 

to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier 

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 

enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, 

“Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 

impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  Peter began to say to 

him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell 

you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 

or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not 

receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 

children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But 

many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”  (Mark 10:17-31) 

 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People:     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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We are seated 

SERMON   Rev. Eric Fink 

 
We stand as able 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Take My Life, That I May Be” ELW #583 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Assist: Longing for God’s will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the church, 

the world, and all people in need. 
+ A brief silence + 

Assist: Almighty God, holy and righteous, cut our hearts open by your living word. Break 

down our pride and self-assurance, and transform us by your gentle mercy. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Assist: Bless workers who clear fields to prepare for the barren season to come. Bring the 

harvest of your creation to completion, even as we look forward to the blossoming 

of new life. Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Assist: Exercise and establish your true justice in courtrooms, in prisons, and in 

neighborhoods. Guide those who manage great wealth to do so with generosity 

and compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Assist: Pour out favor this day upon those who are afflicted or grieving, who may feel far 

removed from you . Send them companions who will show them you are ever 

near. We especially pray for: Ray Long; Neva Burley; JoAnn Pulse; Bunie Talbert; 
Matthew Marino; Sean Reese; Avalyn Potter; Diana Silverman; Sue Correll & 
family; and those we name before you now, either silently or aloud.... Lord, in 

your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Assist:  Build up relationships among people of different beliefs and backgrounds. Use the 

cooperation between this congregation and others in our community to reveal your 

goodness. Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Assist: Gather us with all the saints whom you have made righteous in the death and 

resurrection of Christ. Through him give us all the gifts of your kingdom and life 

eternal. Lord, in your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Assist: Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through 

the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People:     Amen. 
 
PEACE IS SHARED 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.   

People:     And also with you. 
We greet one another, with the words that the risen Jesus spoke to his disciples: “Peace be with you.”  
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We are seated  

THANKSGIVING MOMENT  

 
OFFERINGS ARE GIVEN  
For those who wish to give electronically, you may use the secure Givelify app.  

 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION    

 
We stand as able 

OFFERTORY HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

 
Text: John W. Arthur, Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assist: Let us pray. 

People:  God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our 

life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use 

them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.   

People:     And also with you.  

 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:     We lift them to the Lord.  

 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …we praise Your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great 

love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened 

his arms to all.  

 
 In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the 

cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.  

 
 Remembering therefore his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory.  Pour out your Spirit of love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 

share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

People:  Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 
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We are seated 
LAMB OF GOD  

 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
This meal is the Lord’s Supper of grace and is open to ALL Christians of any background or 
denomination.  As Lutheran Christians, we believe in Christ’s true presence in, w ith, and under the 
elements.  We invite you to have your name tag visible so that the ministers may include your name as 
they offer you the elements. Communion at Living Springs is by intinction (bread is dipped into the wine 
or grape juice).  In response to the words, “Body of Christ, given for you.  Blood of Christ, shed for 
you,” each worshipper may respond with, “Amen.”   If you require a gluten free wafer, please let your 
worship assistant know so they can accommodate you.  Each chalice contains two compartments: wine 
is located in the larger compartment, while alcohol-free grape juice is located in the smaller 
compartment for those who require it.  After receiving the elements, you are welcome to remain 
kneeling at the rail for meditation and prayer (others may simply fill in the open spaces). Children who 
have not received communion instruction are invited to come forward for a special blessing.  Simply fold 
your hands to indicate you would like to receive the blessing.   

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW #479 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” 

Seek ye… first the kingdom of God  
and it’s righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, Alleluia 

 
Ask and it shall be given unto you; 
See and you shall find; 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. 
Allelu, Alleluia 

 
We do not live by bread… alone, 
But by ev’ry word 
That proceeds from the mouth.. Of… God. 
Allelu, Alleluia 

Words Matthew 6:33, 7:7, 4:4;   Music by Karen Lafferty; © 1972 Maranatha!; Used By Permission. 

 
We stand after all have received communion 

EUCHARISTIC BLESSING & PRAYER 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 

People:  Amen 

 
Assist:  Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to 

be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our 

witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

People:     Amen 

 
BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of 
the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the 
church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

People:     Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN “We Are Called" ELW #720 
(While we sing, we turn and face the processional cross as it is carried out the center aisle.)  

 
DISMISSAL 

Assist: Go in peace. Bear the Spirit’s fruit. Sound the good news.  

People: Thanks be to God. 

From Sundays and Seqasons.com.  © 2018 Augsburg Fortress.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted by Permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24216.  Hymns Reprinted by Permission under 
CCLI License #11402641 and OneLicense.net #A-727349.  NRSV Bible, © 1989.  Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by 

permission.  All rights reserved. 
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 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 

Not Impossible 

The man who approaches Jesus in today’s gospel had followed all God’s laws since his 

youth. He had done all that was expected of him. But he wondered: What else did he 

need to do to inherit eternal life? 

Jesus’s answer almost seems like a cruel joke. All the young man had to do was sell his 

possessions, give the money away, leave his home—meaning his family and his very 

way of life—and follow Jesus. It’s enough to make one wonder if the young man walked 

away feeling hopeless. He had already done everything he was supposed to do—what 

more could Jesus possibly expect from him? 

Peter argues that the disciples have already done what Jesus has just told the man to 

do. The disciples have left their belongings, their livelihoods, and their families to follow 

Jesus. What more could Jesus possibly want from them? 

As God’s beloveds, we give our time, our talents, and our treasures to the church, so 

what more could Jesus possibly want from us? Are we lacking? The man’s possessions 

prevented him from following Christ. He lacked the willingness to put God ahead of 

everything else in his life. What Jesus wants, more than anything else, is for us to put 

service to God ahead of everything else in our lives. To love God with all our hearts, 

minds, bodies, and souls. 

This may not sound like good news. It may sound impossible. But our God does not 

leave us hopeless and despairing in our lack—our lack of faith, our lack of action, our 

lack of love for others. Jesus tells the disciples and us, “For God all things are 

possible” (Mark 10:27). God already loves us. We have already inherited eternal life. 

There’s no joke here, only God’s boundless grace. 

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   
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THANK YOU FOR SERVING TODAY! 

Pentecost Seasonal Emphasis 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 

ASSISTING MINISTER 
Alison Levitt 

 

LECTOR 
Sarah Schultz 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
Min. LaVone Griffin 
Wendy McKenzie 

 

USHERS 
Wes Levitt 
Jan Berger 

Randy Masad 
Mike Davidson 

 

INSIDE GREETER 
Alice Renaud 
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Gary Ginn 

  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Dea Jones 
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4224 Hard Scrabble Rd., Columbia, SC 29223 
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WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP THIS DAY! 

We greet all who worship in the name of the Risen Savior!   
May the Spirit speak to your heart the message of God’s redeeming love for everyone,  

through the grace shown to the world in Jesus.  
We gather as a community of disciples. Our center is Jesus Christ, 

 and we are here to know and share the blessing of his forgiving, healing hand.  
If you have any questions about our congregation, please call 736-0661,  

drop by our office (M - F 8:30-4:30) or visit our website at www.livingspringscolumbia.org.  
 

WELCOME GUESTS! – We are especially blessed by your presence today and look forward to 

worshipping with you again. Please take time to fill out the green slip in your bulletin and/or sign 

the welcome book in the narthex. New members are always welcome into our congregation.  To 

learn more about becoming part of Christ’s family of faith here at Living Springs, please contact the 

office (736-0661) or Pastor Eric (917-2749).  

BULLETIN GREEN SLIPS - may be completed and placed in the offering plate for prayer 

requests, God Stories, guest information, address/phone updates, and a record of communing.  

Please complete at least one slip during 2018 to ensure we have a record of communing.   

SEASONAL NAME TAG – In order to show hospitality, we ask everyone to stop by the table 

under the portico and complete a name tag with our seasonal scripture verse. The tags allow 

everyone to use names as we share the Peace - and allow communion ministers to speak your 

name (please make sure your name is visible when you come to the altar rail). 
RESTROOMS – are located in the Administration Building on both levels. Greeters/ushers will be 

happy to show you the way. Main level restrooms are equipped with diaper changing stations. For 

your child’s safety, please accompany them when they leave the Sanctuary to use the restrooms.   

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS - are now available, please see an usher or greeter.   
HEARING ASSISTANCE – The ushers have headsets which will amplify the sound for you. Please 

return to an usher or leave in the pew at the conclusion of the service. 

GLUTEN-FREE WAFERS & ALCOHOL-FREE GRAPE JUICE– are available during communion, 

for those who desire either. 

G.I.F.T. ZONE - is a special area in our worship space for parents and young children who wish to 

worship together with more child-friendly furniture and special resources to utilize during worship.  

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS – are distributed during the children’s sermon. 

NURSERY – is available for infants-3 years old during the 10:45 Worship Service; located 

downstairs in the preschool in the Education Building. Greeters/Ushers will be happy to assist you.  

CHILD SAFETY – is very important to us, so we ask at least 1 adult to accompany your child if 

he/she leaves the Sanctuary during worship.  Please do not allow children to play on the 

playground without parental supervision. During the week, church doors are kept locked to 

maintain security for our Preschool. Please ring the intercom by the office doors to check in. 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME – is held each week following the 8:15 service and prior to the 

10:45 service,  inside the education building.  

OUR PRAYER MINISTRY – As a community of disciples, we pray for one another and others - 

not just in times of illness, but also for praise, thanksgiving, and forgiveness. If you have a prayer 

request, simply fill out the bulletin green slip and place in the offering plate (or call/email the 

office).   Please indicate if your request is for public or private prayer.   


