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Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, 
overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had 

hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to 
redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then 

opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread.  Our hearts 
burn within us each time the Scriptures are proclaimed.  

Christ appears to us whenever the bread is broken and wine 
is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern for 

Christian worship on Sunday, the Lord’s day. 

GATHERING:  GOD-STORIES 

You may send your photos and/or God Stories to GodAroundUs@livingspringscolumbia.org.  Where have you seen or experi-
enced God at work in yourself, in the lives of others, or the world this past week?  Names are NOT required. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
We stand as able 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us beloved children, who gathers us into one flock, 

who guides us into all truth. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
(Silence for reflection - we kneel as able) 

 

Pastor: Faithful and just God, 

People: we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We 

have not loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive us, God of mercy. 

Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the 

abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 
Pastor: In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent the Son to atone for our sins. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I announce to you that your sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast 

out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others. 

People: Amen. 

 



We focus on the cross as it enters the sanctuary. 
GATHERING SONG "Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing"  

 
Text: Brian A. Wren; © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company; All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor:  Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!  People:     Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.     People:     And also with you. 
 

Pastor: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our 

faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  People:     Amen. 

 
We are seated 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
Children, youth, and young at heart are invited for a special message. All may bring coins or dollars for the Lent-Easter bucket 
collection (Disaster Response).  

 

FIRST READING 

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of 
Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
 

Lector:       A reading from Acts.  

    Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with 

certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 

do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, every-

one whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves 

from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 

added.  (Acts 2:14a, 36-41)  
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life.   

People:     Thanks be to God. 
 

 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 they are weak, but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 the Bible tells me so. 



PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19  

Lector: I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

 and listened to my supplication, 

People: for the LORD has given ear to me 

 whenever I called. 

 
Lector: The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

 I came to grief and sorrow. 

People: Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 

 “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”   

 
Lector: How shall I repay the LORD 

 for all the good things God has done for me? 

People: I will lift the cup of salvation 

 and call on the name of the LORD. 

 
Lector: I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all God’s people. 

People: Precious in your sight, O LORD, 

 is the death of your servants. 

 
Lector: O LORD, truly I am your servant; 

 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

People: I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

 and call upon the name of the LORD.   

 
Lector: I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all God’s people, 

People: in the courts of the LORD‘s house, 

 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  

 
SECOND READING  

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land. Christians no 
longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on 
such things as silver or gold. 
 

Lector: A reading from 1 Peter. 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of 

your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like 

silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the 

foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who 

raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.  Now that you have purified your souls 

by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born 

anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  (1 Peter 1:17-23) 
 
Lector: Word of God, Word of life.  

People:     Thanks be to God. 
 



We stand for the reading of the Gospel 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

People:     Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about 

seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and dis-

cussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What 

are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleo-

pas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 

word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and cruci-

fied him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 

things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did 

not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some 

of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to 

them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted 

to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as 

if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 

over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 

them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not 

our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour 

they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The 

Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made 

known to them in the breaking of the bread.  (Luke 24:13-35) 

 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People:     Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We are seated 
MESSAGE   Rev. Eric Fink 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY       “Open Our Eyes, Lord”  

 
CCLI Song # 1572; Words & Music by Bob Cull; © 1976 CCCM Music;  

For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 

 
NICENE CREED 

People:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was bur-

ied. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Pastor: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 

places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  
+ A brief silence + 

Pastor: For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are empowered to tell the story 

of your love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to this love. Lord, in your mercy, 

People:     hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and for all the wild and 

endangered animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured and protected. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

People:     hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive us. Restrain the na-

tions from fighting over limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of scarcity and violence. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

People:     hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those who are hungry, 

friendless, despairing, grieving, and desiring healing in body and spirit. We pray especially for: Jerry Ap-
pleton; Nancy Baldwin; Margaret Blank; Helen Bradham; Charles Kauffman; JoAnn Pulse; Jack/Meghan/
Brandon Ramsey; Peter Steelman; Barbara Barth; Petty Patton; the Smith family; the Berry family; and 
those we name before you now, either silently or aloud…  Lord, in your mercy, 

People:     hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   For the faith forming ministries of your church. For those who participate in Sunday Faith Alive classes, 

weekly Bible Studies, Faith Milestones, and youth ministires; guide and inspire learners of every age and 

ability. Lord, in your mercy, 

People:     hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected life. Give us thankful 

hearts for those who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of new life with you. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

People:     hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:   God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face continued uncertain-

ties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in 

isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care/essential workers, especially as their work 

caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to respond in our families, 

congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with 

compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always.   Lord, in your mercy,  
People:     hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 

through Christ our Lord. 

People:     Amen. 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.      

People:     And also with you. 
We greet one another, with the words that the risen Jesus spoke to his disciples: “Peace be with you.”  
 
OFFERINGS ARE GIVEN  
Offering may be dropped off at the office during the week or sent through the mail. For those who 
wish to give electronically, you may use the secure Givelify app.   
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People:  Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an 

abundance, just as you do with our lives.  Feed us with your love and grace, for service in 

your name in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 



THANKSGIVING FOR HOLY COMMUNION (IN TIME OF FASTING FROM THE MEAL) 

Pastor:  We have been made one as the body of Christ thought the waters of baptism. In our journey of faith & 

life, we have been fed with Christ’s own body and blood.  Even though we fast from the Lord’s Supper on 

this day, we give thanks for the gift of Holy Communion, as we look forward to the joy of that day when 

we will again be gathered and fed at your table. 

 
Pastor:  O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we offer our 

praise and give you thanks.  When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When 

Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child. When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them 

to freedom.  Ruth faced starvation; David fought Goliath; the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of 

compassion, you granted the people your life. You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born 

among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city.  With infinite love, he conquered 

death and granted the people your life. 

 
 We give you thanks and praise for the gift of Holy Communion and for the blessing it brings to your 

people.  Even though we abstain from your meal this day for reasons you understand, we sense the 

power of your forgiveness and grace offered to us and the world through your Son.  Awaiting that day 

when we may fully share in his meal, we still remember, and cherish in our hearts, the words uplifting 

this great and glorious gift which Jesus gave us:   

  

People:  In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 

the remembrance of Me.” Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 

 
We take time for prayer and reflection as we sing together, giving thanks to God for all the times we have been fed with our 
Lord’s body & blood—and looking forward to that day when we will all be gathered again around the Lord’s Table.  
 
SONG FOR REFLECTION “The Table”  

I will feast at the table of the Lord 
I will feast at the table of the Lord 
I won't hunger anymore at His table (Repeat) 

 

 
CCLI Song # 7028956; Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Wayne Jolley; © 2014 S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com; CCLI License # 11402641 

Verse 2 
There is peace at the table of the Lord 
There is peace at the table of the Lord 
I won't worry anymore at His table 

Verse 3 
There is healing at the table of the Lord 
There is healing at the table of the Lord 
Oh and I won't suffer anymore at His table (Chorus 1a) 



LORD’S PRAYER  

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

People:  Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ WE CONCLUDE OUR WORSHIP OUTSIDE, REMEMBERING THE RISEN JESUS SENDING US INTO THE WORLD + 

 
SENDING SONG “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  

 
 
BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 

Pastor: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn 

your mourning into dancing.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

People:     Amen. 

 
Pastor:  Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 

People: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 
Pastor:  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 
 



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER: 

Are You the Only Stranger? 

The two had been shuffling town to town, living in their mockery of a station wagon, a rolling address for a 

time uncertain, telling improbable stories when they showed up, last in line, at the church food pantry. Then, 

as if dazed by a vision, the couple’s progress back to their bald-tire shelter halted. They stood still, looking 

sad. “We have an empty bedroom,” said the volunteer, a jolt that hinted that her words had outmaneuvered 

her judgment. Whether a plea or a confession, she continued, “Please come; stay with us.” So, they did. The 

night passed, and several more like it. The hard-luck Chevy sat vacated in the driveway while in the house, 

stories unraveled into blessings. Then one morning when the coffee was brewed and bread browned into 

toast, they were simply gone, the two of them and the Chevy. On the kitchen table a note read, “Sutch [sic] a 

blessing that was here will stay with us for a long time or ever.” 

How many times while walking the seven eternal miles from Jerusalem to Emmaus, discussing with each 

other the things that had taken place, did those two disciples of Jesus glance at his face or flinch at the sound 

of his voice, seeing only a stranger with them? It remains the misty curiosity of this late-in-the-day Easter sto-

ry. How could they not know who he was, walking with them? What blind irony hangs from their one ques-

tion: “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know . . . ?” 

Then—why?—they invited this stranger in. “Stay with us.” Perhaps the real surprise is not those disciples’ 

blindness but our bemusement that they did not recognize Jesus when he came to them. For how often have 

we, too, failed to see Jesus in the stranger? 

Easter Seasonal Emphasis 

“Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was cruci-
fied. He is not here; for he has been raised!” - Matthew 28:5-6 
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