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Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, 
today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that 
begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to 
baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the 
heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation 
made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the 
Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in 
word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we 

are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 

GATHERING:  GOD-STORIES 

You may send your photos and/or God Stories to GodAroundUs@livingspringscolumbia.org.  Where have you seen or 
experienced God at work in yourself, in the lives of others, or the world this past week?  Names are NOT required. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
We stand as able 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  led by The Rev. Herman R. Yoos, 
  Bishop, South Carolina Synod, ELCA 

Bishop: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures 

from generation to generation.  

People: Amen. 

 

Bishop: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
(Silence for reflection - we kneel as able) 

 

Bishop: Reconciling God, 

People: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We 

place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide 

enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do 

not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your 

grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may 

live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

Bishop: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ 

Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 



We focus on the cross as it enters the sanctuary. 
GATHERING SONG "Come, All You People”  

 
Text: Alexander Gondo; © 1986 World Council of Churches; All rights reserved.  

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.      

People:     And also with you. 

 
Pastor: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your 

power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at 

last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People:     Amen. 

 
We are seated 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rev. Eric Fink, Living Springs 
Children, youth, and young at heart are invited for a special message. All may bring coins or dollars for the bucket collection to 
help those in need.  

 
 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 



FIRST READING 

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the 
risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Lector:       A reading from Genesis.  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 

deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God 

saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, 

and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from 

the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

second day.  And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it 

was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with 

the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind 

bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.  And 

God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons 

and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  And God said, “Let the waters bring 

forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea 

monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 

And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  And God said, “Let the earth bring forth 

living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the 

wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. 

And God saw that it was good.  Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every 

tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 

done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.   These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 

when they were created.  (Genesis 1:1--2:4a)  
 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life.   

People:     Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM 8  led by The Rev. Rick Carter, 
  Director For Evangelical Mission, South Carolina Synod, ELCA 

Lector: O LORD our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 

People: you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; 

 you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 

 
Lector: When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

People: what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

 human beings that you should care for them?   

 
Lector: Yet you have made them little less than divine; 

 with glory and honor you crown them. 

People: You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 

 you have put all things under their feet: 

 
Lector: all flocks and cattle, 

 even the wild beasts of the field, 

People: the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 

 and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 

 
Lector: O LORD our Lord,  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

People: O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

 
 

SECOND READING  

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of 
Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 
 

Lector: A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

[Paul writes:] Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; 

and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.  The grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  (2 Corinthians 13:11-13) 
 
Lector: Word of God, Word of life.  

People:     Thanks be to God. 
 



We stand for the reading of the Gospel 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL LESSON 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Bishop: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

People:     Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped 

him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”  (Matthew 28:16-20) 

 
Bishop:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People:     Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We are seated 
MESSAGE   The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, 
  Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
 



HYMN OF THE DAY       “Holy, Holy, Holy”  

 
Text: Reginald Heber   

 
NICENE CREED 

People:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  led by The Rev. Virginia “Ginny” Aebischer, 
  Assistant to the Bishop, South Carolina Synod, ELCA 

 

Pastor: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
+ A brief silence + 

Pastor: God of community, you form us as your church. Guide our bishops, pastors, deacons, and all the 

baptized in sharing your life-giving good news with all the world. Strengthen us to be bold in our 

proclamation. Hear us, O God. 

People:     Your mercy is great. 

 
Pastor: God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with your renewing care. Inspire us 

to see waterways, plant life, birds, fish, insects, and mammals and call them good. Hear us, O God. 

People:     Your mercy is great. 

 
Pastor:   God of justice, your prophets cry out for justice to roll down like a mighty river. We pray today for your 

spirit of justice to reform our judicial system and to improve the training of all law enforcement officials. 

Use this time of racial unrest and mistrust in our cities to help establish a profound respect for all people 

among city leaders, police, and state officials, so that together, we build a more fair and just society for 

all. Hear us, O God. 
People:     Your mercy is great. 

 
Pastor: God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Encourage the leaders of this and every land to seek peace, 

equality, and unity. Instill wisdom in advocates who work toward justice in often ignored communities.  

Hear us, O God. 

People:     Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: God of care, you created us in your image. Help us see your likeness in one another. Open our eyes to 

see and attend to all who face oppression and suffering. Console, heal, and nourish all in need, 

especially those we name from our hearts…  We pray especially for Joann Pulse; Bob Gill; Shirley 
Laingen; Charles Kauffman; Margaret Blank; Bunie Talbert; Jack Ramsey; Ann Vanvial; Michelle Williams; 
Kyle Humphries; James; and those we name before you now, either silently or aloud... Hear us, O God. 

People:     Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:   God of companionship, you accompany this body of faith. As the rhythms of summer begin, protect all 

who travel, renew all who will enjoy a time of sabbath, and shelter all who will not be protected from the 

sun’s heat. Hear us, O God. 

People:     Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor:   God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection. We give you thanks 

for the saints of all time and in our lives, especially those we name before you …. Hear us, O God. 

People:     Your mercy is great. 

 
Pastor:   God of hope, we pray for you comfort and strength to be with the over 100,000 families who have lost 

loved ones due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Let the light of Christ’s resurrection shine through their grief.  

Hear us, O God. 
People:     Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:     Amen. 

 
SHARING OF PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.      

People:     And also with you. 
We greet one another, with the words that the risen Jesus spoke to his disciples: “Peace be with you.”  



 
OFFERINGS ARE GIVEN  
Offering may be dropped off at the office during the week or sent through the mail. For those who 
wish to give electronically, you may use the secure Givelify app.   

 

BLESSING OF THE SHOES 

 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Pastor: Let us pray. 

People:  God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 

heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish 

us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and 

in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.       

People:     And also with you.  
 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.           

People:     We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

People:     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from 

age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for leading your people 

through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, 

your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit 

poured out on all nations. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s 

passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pastor: O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

People: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

People: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor: With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 

stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

People:  Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 
 



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

After today’s streaming worship will conclude with an optional distribution of Holy Communion in the church parking lot. You can 
arrive at any time between 11:30 and 12:30 in your vehicle. We will utilize sanitary-packaged individual communion elements, 
which have been consecrated during the worship service. There will be an “usher” in the parking lot to direct vehicles to the 
distribution altar, and the pastor will be there, wearing mask and gloves (he will change gloves after each vehicle). Everyone 
please remain in your vehicle throughout the process. Once it’s your turn, drive up and put your vehicle in park. The pastor will 
come to your car window(s) to distribute Holy Communion. AFTER you have consumed the elements, the Pastor will offer a 
blessing – and then you can pull away. While in the parking lot, everyone should be in prayerful worship-mode, as you represent 
God’s people gathered to continue the worship experience from the morning service. Think of this in the same way you would 
think about “coming up to the communion rail for distribution” in your vehicle during an ongoing worship service.  
 
COMMUNION SONG       “How Great is Our God”  

 
  CCLI Song # 4348399 Chris Tomlin | Jesse Reeves | Ed Cash © 2004 sixsteps Music  

 
 

+ DURING THE COMMUNION SONG, THE ELEMENTS ARE CARRIED OUTSIDE TO THE DISTRIBUTION TENT + 
 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC BLESSING & PRAYER 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 

People:  Amen 

 

Pastor:  God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your 

presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your 

neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 

People:  Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 

Bishop: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus. God, the creator,  ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 

keep you in eternal love. 

People:     Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG “Go, Make Disciples"  

 
Text: Handt Hanson, © 1996 Prince of Peace Publishing, Used By Permission.  

 
DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDES “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”  David Turner & Kristin Lynch  

                                                                      Music Director and Soloist, Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Columbia 

 

 “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” 

                                                           Pastor Andrea Rice, Pastor Nathan Rice, Mr. Chad Martin, Music Director  

  St. Luke Lutheran Church, Summerville 



From Sundays and Seasons.com.  © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted by Permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#24216.  Hymns Reprinted by Permission under CCLI License #11402641 and OneLicense.net #A-727349.  NRSV Bible, © 1989.  Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

June Books of the Month: Galatians & Ephesians 

HOLY TRINITY: 

Triune God, Triune Church 

On this Trinity Sunday, we hear Jesus’ final words to his disciples. They are words of sending, command, 

and blessing. They include the great promise, comfort, and empowerment: “I am with you always, to the end 

of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 

The rest of Jesus’ message is all about what happens until the end of the age. In the meantime, the church is 

active in sharing the good news, baptizing, and teaching the way of Jesus. This is done at Jesus’ command 

and under his authority with people of all nations. The word “nations” doesn’t quite capture the breadth of 

what Jesus means. The actual term in Greek is more expansive, including all ethnicities and cultures. Instead 

of a blank, monochromatic sheet of paper, the church is a colorful patchwork quilt of people pieced together, 

stitched together, and united in the love of Christ. 

Today we celebrate that we know God as Trinity. The Trinity serves as a model for the life of the church: God 

is not one-dimensional, but multifaceted. The Trinity is not monochromatic, but rather a swirling, colorful 

dance. There is no division in the Trinity, but an indwelling of the Spirit, the gentle authority of Christ, and the 

blessing of the Father. 

In a world that is often polarized and divided, and in which marginalized groups face persecution and strife, 

we are called as followers of Christ to live beyond borders and division. The church is to be a gathering of 

peoples made up of every type of human distinction. By gathering all varieties of people into Christ, we live 

into the embodied reality of our triune God. May we be emboldened to do so, knowing that we are accompa-

nied and empowered by our Savior “to the end of the age.” 

 

  

  

     Our prayerful goal is that God will work in every LS 
disciple to have an impact of faith and hope in the life of 
one person during 2020.  What shoes might they be 
wearing? It may be someone you know already—at 
work, at home, at school, in the neighborhood, in your 
daily life.  It may be a stranger whom God will bring to 
you this year. How will the Spirit work through you to 
bring someone deeper in 2020?  Deeper in Christ, 
Deeper in Grace, Deeper in Love! 

 

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS: inviting, involving, mentor-

ing, discipling relationships one person at a time!    

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS:  for the work of God’s 

kingdom in our community and world! 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE:  with those who are hurting, 

alone, marginalized, or feeling unloved!    

SHARING GOD’S STORIES:  so that we do not remain 

silent about God’s ongoing work in the world!


