9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 2, 2020 - 10:00 AM

Living Springs Lutheran Church
4224 Hard Scrabble Road, Columbia, SC 29223
www.livingspringscolumbia.org

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry
or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost, Jesus
feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the
abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we
remember all who are hungry or poor in our world
today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

WORSHIP HELPERS FOR TODAY'S STREAMED SERVICE - THANK YOU!

John Imbert (Lector); Jan Berger (Crucifer, Assisting Minister, bells); Cathy Lowman, Dea Jones (Lead Worship Singers); Bob
Turnmire (Cantor, Sound); Trado Mayson (Keyboard); Todd Gunvalson, Kay Herbert (congregation singing); Sarah Schultz
(bells). Worship for next Sunday to be recorded this Wednesday at 7:15. Go to htips://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4baea92fa0f85-sunday? to sign-up to help for upcoming worship recordings (as a family, couple, or individuals).

CONGREGATION SUMMER HYMN-GREETINGS

"Great is Thy Faithfulness” from Kay Herbert
"For the Beauty of the Earth” from Todd & Midge Gunvalson
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
We stand as able
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures
from generation to generation.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

(Silence for reflection - we kneel as able)

Pastor: Reconciling God,

People: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We
place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that you provide
enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do
not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your
grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Pastor: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through -+ Christ
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit.

People: Amen.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4baea92fa0f85-sunday2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4baea92fa0f85-sunday2

We focus on the cross as it enters the sanctuary.

GATHERING SONG "Praise and Thanksgiving”
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
4 Then will your bless - ing reach ev - 'ty peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or tll - ing, we would work
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-1ing, mill - ing for dai - ly bread.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
Text: Albert F. Bayly, © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
APOSTOLIC GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. People: And also with you.
KYRIE & PRAYER OF THE DAY 0 7
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. t%‘?’ © — - f
Lord, have mer - cy.
Pastor: For the peace from above D = — 7
and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. t@jﬁ — — — f
Lord, have mer - cy.
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, 0 )
for the well-being of the church of God, o—=— — 1
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. v ” @
Lord, have mer - cy.
Pastor: For this community of faith, .
and all who offer their worship and praise, e e |
let us pray to the Lord. Lord have  mer - cy.
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us Gracious Lord. 2 *——0
A - men.
Pastor: Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance.

Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the
starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. People: Amen.



We are seated
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Rev. Eric Fink

Children, youth, and young at heart are invited for a special message. You may collect your coins or dollars at home for the
bucket collection and bring them to the Parking Lot Communion Distributions (or drop them off at the church office). Current
collection is for the Family Assistance Fund.

This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

FIRST READING

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an everiasting covenant
with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations
shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

Lector: A reading from Isaiah.

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not
satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen,
so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, | made him a witness to
the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not
know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. (Isaiah 55:1-5)

Lector: Word of God, Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145 (Sung responsively)
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an - swers all our needs.

Cantor: The Lord is kind a full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
. 70W good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures.
All: Refrain -

Cantor: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

All: Refrain

Cantor: The Lord is just in all his ways, and holy in all his deeds.

The Lord is close to all who call him, who call on him in truth.
All: Refrain
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SECOND READING

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God'’s saving plan. He opens by
highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God'’s children, having God'’s covenants, being given God's law,
participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

Lector: A reading from Romans.

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—I have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that | myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people,
my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the

law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. (Romans 9:1-5)

Lector: Word of God, Word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

We stand for the reading of the Gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL LESSON

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself.
But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had

compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and

the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them,
“They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And
he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.

And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women and children. (Matthew 14:13-21)

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

We are seated
MESSAGE Rev. Eric Fink




HYMN OF THE DAY "Break Now the Bread of Life”
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once you
3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
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broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa- cred page
word the truth that res - cues me. Give me to eat and live
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I seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.
Text: Mary A. Lathbury
APOSTLES' CREED

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Assist:

Assist:

People:

Assist:

People:

Assist:

People:

Assist:

People:

Assist:

People:

Assist:

People:

Assist:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are
in need. + A brief silence +

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church trust
that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for the well-
being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground water supplies,
provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. Bring
the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and find their joy in you. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender hearts who
cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer
in body, heart, soul, and mind. We pray especially for: Mary Joyce Newton, Tammy Mancuso, Vickie
Crapps, Ed Brennan; Margaret Blank; Charles Kauffman, Bunie Talbert; Ella Spry; Lila Bell; Wilma
Bracey,; Charles Levitt; Jack Ramsey,; Danny Goff; the family of Micky Augustine,; the family of Stephanie
Scales; the family of Tina O'Leary; and those we name before you now, either silently or aloud...

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give us such a welcoming heart, that our words and actions
may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You continually raise up leaders for your church. We rejoice in the leadership of Bishop Herman Yoos in
our SC synod, and we give you thanks for Pastor Ginny Aebischer, whom you have called as our next
bishop. Bless her with your strength and wisdom, as she prepares to guide our ministry together.

hear our prayer.

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Christ. Bring us with all your saints to the heavenly
banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As we face on going ongoing uncertainties around coronavirus, we pray for our nation and the world,
especially in these ongoing days of resurgence. Protect the most vulnerable among us, those who are
currently sick, in isolation, or awaiting test results. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to scientists,
vaccine researchers, and health care/food/essential workers as their daily work puts them at risk. Fill us
with patience and guide us as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families,
congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear or self-
centeredness, but with compassion, concern, and acts of loving service for others, trusting that you
abide with us always. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



SHARING OF PEACE

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
People: And also with you.
We greet one another, with the words that the risen Jesus spoke to his disciples: "Peace be with you.”

OFFERINGS ARE GIVEN

Offering may be dropped off at the office during the week or sent through the mail. For those who
wish to give electronically, you may use the secure Givelify app.

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray.

People: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish
us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and
in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: The Lord be with you. People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us

Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering therefore his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out

your Spirit of love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of

Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

People: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Pastor: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.
People: Thanks be to God.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

THIS WEEK: Our worship will continue with distribution of Holy Communion in the church parking lot today from
11:30-12:30, and again on Wednesday evening from 6 - 7 pm. We will utilize sanitary-packaged individual communion
elements, which have been consecrated during the worship service. There will be an "usher” in the parking lot to direct vehicles
to the distribution altar, and the pastor will be there, wearing mask and gloves (he will change gloves after each vehicle).
Everyone please remain in your vehicle throughout the process. Once it’s your turn, drive up and put your vehicle in park. The
pastor will come to your car window(s) to distribute Holy Communion. AFTER you have consumed the elements, the Pastor will
offer a blessing — and then you can pull away. While in the parking lot, everyone should be in prayerful worshijp-mode, as you
represent God's people gathered to continue the worship experience from the morning service. Think of this in the same way
you would think about "coming up to the communion rail for distribution” in your vehicle during an ongoing worship service.



COMMUNION REFLECTION "We Come to the Hungry Feast”
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of  peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - ry kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun-ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever; © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

+ DURING THE COMMUNION SONG, THE ELEMENTS ARE CARRIED OUT OF THE CHANCEL +

The elements are symbolically carried back to the altar.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and

keep you in eternal love.

Amen.



SENDING SONG "On Our Way Rejoicing”
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - 1or thank - ful hearts we bring;
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who, if we  be faith - ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on our way re - joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
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hear-ken to our prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John S. B. Monsell
DISMISSAL

Assist: Go in peace. Scatter the seed of God'’s kingdom love for all!
People: Thanks be to God.

Scatter the Seed of God'’s Love this summer:

LIKE & SHARE this Streamed Worship via Facebook or YouTube!
SEND PHOTOS of your growing sunflowers:
GodAroundUs@Living$pringsColumbia.org



mailto:GodAroundUs@LivingSpringsColumbia.org

Our prayerful goal is that God will work in every LS

Gad fg Lo Ve 5 ha red disciple to have an impact of faith and hope in the life

of one person during 2020. What shoes might they

be wearing? It may be someone you know already—at

mraugh You i work, at home, at school, in the nejighborhood, in your

daily life. It may be a stranger whom God will bring to

a you this year. How will the Spirit work through you to

' bring someone deeper in 20207 Deeper in Christ,
Deeper in Grace, Deeper in Love!

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS: inviting, involving, men-

toring, discipling relationships 1 person at a time!

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS: for the work of God's
kingdom in our community and world!

One Life Deeper o o
in 2020! SHARING GOD'S STORIES: so we do not remain

silent about God’'s ongoing work in the worid!

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST:
Unreasonable Love

Imagine throwing an impromptu dinner party for thousands of people. Looking out at the huge crowd, would
you think, “Yeah, we can do this. It'll be fun!”? Or would you look in your fridge, cupboards, and freezer and
become absolutely certain there was not enough to go around?

It is normal and human to look at the supplies available and make a judgment about whether or not some-
thing can be accomplished. It's reasonable, even! But God’s kingdom is not reasonable. God’'s kingdom de-
fies all of our human expectations.

It is not reasonable that the last shall be first. It is not reasonable that God would pour forgiveness on us
when we hardly know how to confess. It is not reasonable that the disciples could feed thousands of people
with just a few loaves and fishes.

Thanks be to God for the unreasonable, unexpected grace we find in the kingdom! May we brim with grati-
tude that where we see limits, God knows what is possible. When we stare in shock at the Son of God nailed
to the cross, we are sure it's the end of the story, but God knows differently: love and life are unreasonably
more abundant than hatred and death.

When we bring whatever “loaves and fishes” we have in our cupboards to God, God blesses them and
makes of them enough. At the Lord’s table, we find the mystery of Christ’s abundant presence in the bread
and the wine. At the font, we are joined to the immeasurable, eternal covenant of being God’s beloved
through the profuse waters of baptism. It's preposterous, really, how lavishly, how unreasonably God loves
the world! Let us rejoice in God’s unreasonable love and mercy, and join the feast.

July Book of the Month: Hebrews éd
August Book of the Month: Daniel
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